
Powering schools, 
empowering students

As the world progressively 
wakes up to its crucial role in 
protecting the planet, 
particularly in regard to  
humanity’s relationship with  
energy, there is a change agent 
in our midst who recognised the 
value of a circular economy 
some 40 years ago.

While sustainability has become a  
trending concept, taking up  
residence as a hot topic within social 
and mainstream media, Azwood  
Energy has been living and breathing 
the practice as part of its core  
philosophy since it was established. 

New Zealand’s leading wood energy 
supplier for process heat and space 
heating through bulk biomass, wood 
chips and wood pellets, the company 
has never been interested in  
capitalising on a fad. 

Its interests are firmly focused on  
being genuinely innovative and  
keeping New Zealand a clean 
country, producing environmentally 
friendly, renewable products which 
ultimately help to reduce the usage of 
unnatural and mined products. 

Marketing manager Jonathan  
McKeown says for 40 years the  
business has been founded on a 
self-evident principle that has guided 
the business’ decision making. It starts 
with the simple but significant  
proposition, ‘why?’ 

This ‘why?’ extends to “Why we go to 
work and why we enjoy what we do,” 
McKeown explains. 

“We believe in being resourceful 
and making the most of what we 
have been given. Our business is built 
around that.” 

The business resonates in today’s day 
and age more than ever before as 
millennial generations lend their  

voices to a discourse that is well  
overdue - decisions made today will 
impact our future and the type of 
energy our schools use impacts our 
learning environment. 

Azwood Energy is a major change 
agent and thought leader  
championing ‘modern’ thinking that 
is not so new for them, but that is  
rapidly gaining more and more  
traction amongst the converted. 

The forward-thinking company is  
rising to the occasion to play its part 
in educating the wider  
community, from pre-adolescent 
age and upwards; a move that has 
been embraced by schools across  
New Zealand. 

As a supplier and adviser to the  
education sector, Azwood Energy 
is committed to offering more than 
just its primary service.  

“We offer schools a renewable 
source of energy. We take the  
forestry slash off the side of hills 
where it would otherwise rot and 
release carbon and methane.  

“We take that slash and turn it into 
wood energy as a replacement for 
fossil fuels, coal and diesel. We are 
using a waste product, that  
otherwise has no purpose, to help 
create a low-emissions  
circular economy. 

“We also have another business - a 
subsidiary of Azwood called  
Wholesale Landscapes - which is a 
large manufacturer of landscape  
supplies and growing media like  
potting mix. 

“When we are dealing with schools 
who we are providing with energy, 
we are able to take their minuscule 
ash off-run and mix it with our  
compost. From there, they can put in 
their vege garden, and in this way, we 
are giving back to the earth.” 

Azwood Energy also supplies a  
certified impact protection  
product to schools, aptly named  
Bounce Bark. 

“It’s a natural product, but is  
treated correctly at certain 
levels, so when kids have a fall, 
it can prevent injuries. This is 
about making the most of what 
we’ve been given and  
being resourceful. 

“In today’s market and  
environment, we are proud to 
be a company that promotes  
sustainability and repurposing  
resources that would otherwise 
go to waste.” 

Gaining traction in schools -  
particularly those in the South 
Island - the sustainability centric 
business has revolutionised the 
way many are powering their 
bricks and mortar environment 
so they can be kinder to their  
natural one. 

“The close relationship we have 
built with schools is based on  
providing them with a local  
energy source. 

“They have chosen to use a  
carbon neutral, renewable 
wood energy rather than the 
coal they may have been  
burning 10 years ago, and this 
is positively impacting their  
learning spaces.

“I was at a conference  
recently with the Energy  
Efficiency and Conservation 
Authority (EECA) and its chief 
executive, Andrew Caseley, 
was talking about how we 
achieve a low-emissions  
economy in the future and 
he said it is about winning the 
hearts and minds of  
New Zealand.”

Azwood Energy has a  
well-deserved captive audience 

in the youth of today thanks to 
its hands-on approach to  
encouraging their curiosity and 
imagination when it comes  
to sustainability. 

“We have an education  
programme that we have  
taken into schools, with a  
tailored sustainability lesson plan 
that covers all kinds of  
renewable, sustainable energy. 

“It has been written by the head 
of an English department, so it’s 
not a piece of marketing  
material. It is covered by unit 
standards and is introduced as 
part of the curriculum.”

In addition to Azwood Energy’s 
contribution to producing  
enlightening and empowering 
curriculum for those who stand 
to inherit the planet, it is also 
rightly proud of its role in  
creating clean energy videos 
with the schools it supplies  
energy to. 

“The future of energy and  
climate change, and all those 
related topics, are topics the 
students are highly engaged in. 
They love the chance to make 
videos and give clear messages 
in these videos about what they 
want from their future. 

“We have had a really strong  
response from principals who 
have gotten in touch with us 
and thanked us for really  
engaging them, not  
just supplying. 

For more information about how 
Azwood Energy can work with 
you and your school, visit 
www.azwoodenergy.co.nz. 

“They say they can tell that we really 
believe in what we do and that the 
care we show when we deal with 
them is proof of this. 

“We don’t just drop off our product 
and leave, we spend hours talking 
with the students and engaging their 
hearts and minds.”


